






TAKE IT FURTHER
Try removing colour entirely.

Black and white can simplify complex scenes and 
emphasise texture, shape and contrast. Without 
colour competing for attention, form and texture 
become more prominent.

Don’t convert every image - but when colour 
feels distracting rather than supportive, stripping 
it back can be transformative.



9. WORK WITH LIGHT
Light shapes mood more than any other element.

Shooting with the sun behind you provides even illumination, 
but the most flattering light often occurs at dawn or dusk 
when it is softer and warmer. Early and late light reduces 
harsh shadows and adds depth. Midday sun tends to give 
unflattering highlights and shadows that lack detail.

Pay attention to direction and quality. Light isn’t just 
illumination - it’s atmosphere. Is it shaping the subject, 
softening it, dramatising it? 



TAKE IT FURTHER
Turn toward the light.

Backlighting can create drama, highlight texture and produce 
silhouettes or glowing outlines. Shooting into sunlight may feel 
counterintuitive, but it often yields atmospheric results. 
You may need to increase shutter speed or decrease ISO to 
darken your images while preserving detail in light areas. 

Don’t shy away from flare or shadow. Used thoughtfully, 
they can elevate your image from descriptive to expressive. 



TAKE IT FURTHER
Don’t let your work sit unseen, gathering dust. 

Get them framed. Make a website. Create a project around a theme.
You’ll learn so much more about your photography in the process. 

10. FINISH YOUR WORK
Capturing the image is only part of the process.

If you photograph in RAW, some refinement is expected. A slight crop, subtle contrast adjustment or 
careful colour correction can bring out the full potential of your image. Think of editing as polishing 

and clarifying your intention, not rescuing a photo.

Give yourself distance. Revisit your images after a few days with fresh eyes. You’ll see them more 
clearly. Ask yourself what drew you to the image in the first place, and refine it in a way that 

strengthens that feeling. 

Every photograph is part of your development.



NEXT STEPS
•	 Practise one principle this week

•	 Revisit an older image and re-edit it
•	 Join a workshop to apply it in the field



WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Photography goes beyond memorising rules and 
capturing what’s in front of you. It’s about learning 
to see and feel. 

The techniques in this book are tools - there to give 
you control when something fleeting unfolds in front 
of you.

If this eBook has encouraged you to slow down, 
experiment, and think more intentionally about your
images, the next step is to experience that process 
in the field.

I run small-group workshops and international wildlife 
photography tours designed to help you refine your 
own visual style. We focus on incredible wildlife 
moments, atmosphere, observation, and creative 
growth, with plenty of time for personal guidance.

If you’d prefer to start smaller, I also offer relaxed taster 
sessions - designed to help you build confidence and 
clarity in your photography.

You can explore upcoming workshops, trips, blog posts, 
and videos at:

www.paulalistaircollins.co.uk

I’d love to welcome you. 




